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Water Distribution on Earth
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Numbers are rounded, so percent summations may not add up to 100.
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Drought and Climate Change
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Global Water Scarcity
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In the last century, our use 
of water worldwide has grown at more 

than twice the rate of 
human population growth.



Many Ways to Use Water
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Competing Freshwater Uses
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Based on Economic Activity



Top 10 Freshwater-Consuming Countries
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(total, not per person)



Categories of Water Use in the 
United States
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Public supply Domestic Irrigation Thermoelectric power

Industrial Mining Livestock Aquaculture
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Types of Water Use: 
Direct Water Use
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Types of Water Use: 
Indirect (Virtual) Water Use
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Daily Direct Water Use in the 
United States



Direct Water Use—A U.S. Toilet
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Virtual Water Use—A Typical U.S. Diet
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The Virtual Water Trade
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What Is a Water Footprint?
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Water Footprints: 
Blue, Green, and Grey
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WaterCalculator.org
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https://www.watercalculator.org

